MAD RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Regular Session – March 16, 2026

The Mad River Township Trustees met in regular session Monday, March 16, 2026 at the Mad River Township Fire Station.
Present:   Trustees Bobby McClure, Todd Pettit and Jay Young and Fiscal Officer David Rudy.

Trustee McClure called the meeting to order at 7:45 pm, led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed the audience in attendance.

Trustee Young moved to suspend the reading of and approve the minutes of the March 2, 2026 regular session. Seconded by Trustee Pettit, motion carried 3-0.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Enon Fire and EMS 
Chief John Heath stated the department has 442 calls for service in 2026, an average of 5.93 calls per day. One mutual aid received and two mutual aids given. John continues to receive pictures of the new Medic in process and it is moving towards a May completion date. He has an interview with the Springfield News Sun to discuss the renewal levies.  The building has an issue with the network switch that will be replaced tomorrow. Chief attended the Greenon Career Day. He said there was a good turnout. The tornado sirens in the township are operating correctly.  

Road and Cemetery Department
Don O’Conner stated the salt supply was approximately 70 to 80 tons. There is still 100 tons on order. All of the trucks are in good working order.  Four or five trees were downed and removed from the roadways after the recent wind storms Don recommended crack sealing the roads in the Bluffs of Enon to try and preserve them. There are a number of large cracks already. There was discussion about catch basin repairs in the Bluffs and Holiday Valley. Nathan had a quote to replace the lower panels on the large garage doors at the road building. The cemetery is busy with a number of funerals. Don wanted to let the public know that cemetery clean up would begin soon and any items not on the foundation would be removed.  Don also noted that unsightly decorations would be removed as well. Decorations on newer graves will not be removed so the graves stay marked for the families. He had a couple of deeds to sign.   

Sheriff Deputy	
Deputy Brandon Baldwin reported 13 calls for service, one arrest, 1 traffic stops, 1 assists of other departments, 22 business checks, 50 citizen contacts and 607 miles placed on the cruiser from March 1 through March 16, 2026. Deputy Ben Ballentine will be assigned to the township for six weeks while Brandon and his new K-9 unit are in training. Training with Pyro begins March 17th. Brandon will be using the old cruiser during the training period to keep miles off the new cruiser and it has more space for the transport kennel.  The parking issue on Sullivan Drive in Echo Hills has been addressed. Brandon will use obtain service from AT&T for the built-in modem on the old cruiser.  

Hustead Fire and EMS
Chief Matt Hirtzinger had no report.

Fiscal Officer Rudy presented checks for the trustees to sign. He also noted the need for the permanent appropriations for the current calendar year.

OLD BUSINESS
Trustee Pettit discussed the proposal for the main drive of the cemetery. Our department would dig out the area to widen the driveway and put in the base. The outside contractor would complete the top coats with chip and seal for a price of $14,876.  There was also discussion on obtaining a quote from Hensley on the price per pound for crack sealing and setting a limit how much to spend. There was some discussion about roadwork for the upcoming season.

Trustee McClure noted that the contractors placing all of the underground cable would be responsible for fixing areas disturbed by the process, especially yards in Hunter’s Glen. 

NEW BUSINESS
Trustee Young moved to approve permanent appropriations in the amount of $5.8 million for the calendar year 2026. Seconded by Trustee Pettit, motion carried 3-0. (Resolution 2026-008)



Joe Garrett from Trebel was present to speak about the aggregation program. He was looking to have the trustees sign an addendum allowing Trebel to pursue locking in the electric and gas pricing for the next contracts.  He noted the generation capacity in a 13-state region was nearly maxed out at 166,000 gigawatts of power.  Last July, total consumption hit 160,000 gigawatts. With the introduction of data centers that use a lot of power, other sources of power generation are needed, including modular nuclear plants. Trebel will be looking to lock in a fixed rate under .70 cents per CCF. Joe reminded the public they are able to opt-out of the township aggregation and opt-in at any time.  Another issue is the infrastructure to move natural gas is almost at capacity as well.  

Trustee Young moved to sign the addendum granting Trebel the authority to lock-in rates for the township aggregation for natural gas and electric. Seconded by Trustee Pettit, motion carried 3-0. (Resolution 2026-009)

Trustee Young moved to proceed with the replacement of panels and other repairs on the garage doors at the road building for the quoted price of $11,030 and to replace 2 of the openers at a cost of $4,200. Seconded by Trustee Pettit, motion carried 3-0. (Resolution 2026-010)

There was some discussion about the remodeling of the original kitchen and living quarters for the fire department staff.  Some of the current cabinets were starting to break and the old layout was inefficient and outdated.  Trustee Pettit moved to proceed with the remodeling project at the quoted price of $44,389. Seconded by Trustee Young, motion carried 3-0. (Resolution 2026-011)

AUDIENCE COMMENTS
No comments.

At 8:44 pm, Trustee Pettit moved to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Young, motion carried 3-0.
